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DBQ—Examining Primary Sources
The Mayflower Compact (1620)

In the Name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread
Sovereign lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the
Faith, &c. Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour
of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these
Presents, solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one another, covenant and combine ourselves
into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid,;
and by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts,
Constitutions, and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general
Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience. In WITNESS whereof we
have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign
Lord King James of England, France, and Ireland. The eighteenth and of Scotland, the fifty-fourth. Anno
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domini, 1620.
Mr. John Carver
Mr. William Bradford
Mr. Edward Winslow
Mr. William Brewster
Isaac Allerton
Miles Standish
John Alden
John Turner
Francis Eaton
James Chilton
John Craxton
John Billington
Joses Fletcher
John Goodman
Mr. Samuel Fuller
Mr. Christopher Martin
Mr. William Mullins
Mr. William White
Mr. Richard Warren
John Howland

Mr. Stephen Hopkins
Digery Priest
Thomas Williams
Gilbert Winslow
Edmund Margesson
Peter Brown
Richard Bitteridge
George Soule
Edward Tilly

John Tilly

Francis Cooke
Thomas Rogers
Thomas Tinker
John Ridgate
Edward Fuller
Richard Clark
Richard Gardiner
Mr. John Allerton
Thomas English
Edward Doten
Edward Liester

1.What words in this document establish a belief in self-government?

2.What words in this document establish a belief in government by mutual consent?

3.What words in this document establish a belief in the rule of law?



The Pilgrims arrive in Plymouth
By William Bradford

After they had lived in this city [Leyden in the Netherlands] about some 11 or 12 years...and
sundry of them taken away by death; and many others began to be well stricken in
years...those prudent governors, with sundry of the sagest members began both deeply to
apprehend their present dangers, and wisely to foresee the future and think of timely remedy.
In the agitation of their thoughts, and much discourse of things hereabout, at length they
began to incline to this conclusion, of removal to some other place. Not out of any
newfangledness, or other suchlike giddy humour by which men are oftentimes transported to
their great hurt and danger, but for sundry weighty and solid reasons, some of the chief of
which I will here briefly touch.

...Of all sorrows most heavily to be borne, was that many of the children... [as a result of] the
great licentiousness of youth in that country, and the manifold temptations of the place, were
drawn away by evil examples into extravagant and dangerous courses, getting the reins off
their necks and departing from their parents. Some became soldiers, others took upon them far
voyages by sea, and other some worse courses, tending to dlssoluteness and the danger of their
souls, to the great grief of their parents and dlshonor of God. So that they saw their posterity
would be in danger to degenerate and be corrupted.

Lastly, (and which was not least) a great hope and inward zeal they had of laying some good
foundation (or at least to make some way thereunto) for propagating and advancing the gospel
of the Kingdom of Christ in those remote parts of the world....

Being thus passed the vast ocean and a sea of troubles before in their preparation...they had
now [in Massachusetts] no friends to welcome them, nor inns to entertain or refresh their
weather beaten bodies, no houses or much less towns to repair to, to seek for succor.... And for
the season it was winter, and they that know the winters of that country know them to be
sharp and violent and subject to cruel and fierce storms, dangerous to travel to known places,
much more to search an unknown coast. Besides, what could they see but a hideous and
desolate wilderness, full of wild beasts and wild men, and what multitudes there might be of
them they knew not.... If they looked behind them, there was the mighty ocean which they had
passed, and was now as a main bar and gulf to separate them from all the civil parts of the
world....What could now sustain them but the spirit of God and his grace?...

But that which was most sad and lamentable was that, in 2 or 3 months time, half of their
company died, especially in January and February, being the depth of winter and wanting
houses and other comforts, being infected with the scurvy and other diseases which this long
voyage and their inaccommodate condition had brought upon them. So, as there died
sometimes 2 or 3 a day in the aforesaid time that, of 100 and odd persons, scarce 50 remained.
And of these, in time of most distress, there was but 6 or 7 sound persons, who, to their great
commendations be it spoken, spared no pains, night nor day, but with abundance of toil and
hazard of their own health, fetched them wood, made them fires, dressed them meat, made
their beds, washed their loathesome clothes, clothed and unclothed them; in a word, did all the
homely and necessary offices for them which dainty and queasy stomachs cannot endure to
hear named....



All this while the Indians came skulking about them and would sometimes show themselves
aloof of, but when any approached near them, they would run away. And once they stole away
their tools where they had been at work and were gone to dinner. But about the 16th of March
a certain Indian came boldly amongst them and spoke to them in broken English, which they
could well understand, but marveled at it. At length, they understood, by discourse with him,
that he was not of these parts, but belonged to the eastern parts, where some English ships
came to fish, with whom he was acquainted and could name sundry of them by their names,
amongst whom he had got his language....His name was Samasett. He told them also of another
Indian whose name was Squanto, a native of this place who had been in England and could
speak better English than himself. Being, after some time of entertainment and gifts, dismissed,
a while after he came again, and 5 more with him, and they brought again all the tools that
were stolen away before, and made way for the coming of their great sachem, called
Massachoit, who, about 4 or 5 days after, came with the chief of his friends and other
attendance, with the aforesaid Squanto. With whom, after friendly entertainment and some
gifts given him, they made peace with him (which hath now continued this 24 years)....

After these things he returned to his place called Sowams, some 40 miles from this place, but
Squanto continued with them and was their interpreter and was a special instrument sent of
God for their good beyond their expectation. He directed them how to set their corn, where to
take fish, and to procure other commodities, and was also their pilot to brmg them to unknown
places for their profit, and never left them t111 he died...

1. Why were the Pilgrims so concerned about their children growing up in Holland?
2. What new challenges and hardships did the Pilgrims face in Massachusetts?

3. What happened to the Pilgrims in the first few months in the “new world”?

4. What was the Pilgrims first encounters with the natives like?

5. Why was Squanto of value to both the natives and the Pilgrims?

6. The Pilgrims were ultimately looking to, “advance the gospel of the Kingdom of Christ
in those remote parts of the world”. Explain this statement.



